THE SPANISH WAR
troops and that within a week the red and gold banner
would once more be floating over Madrid
How far these prophecies erred on the side of optimism
it will be my task now to unravel. Before going into
detail all that is necessary is to say that the offensive met
with a distinct set-back due to atmospheric conditions
and human failure in probably equal parts.
The first thing that went wrong with the offensive
was that it was delayed too long and that there was divided
leadership.   Undoubtedly, the whole attack was supposed
to be under the command of General Moscardo, himself
under the immediate supervision of the wise and cautious
General Mola    Actually, owing to the fact that the strong
and well-equipped foreign, mainly Italian, units, newly
incorporated in the Spanish Legion, were to take part for
the first time in a major offensive, the military councils
were divided.   This was  negligible when things were
going well, but was to prove a considerable drawback the
moment there was a hitch, and finally necessitated all
the authority of the presence of both Generals Franco and
Mola on the scene of battle to impose a unified command
and to secure implicit obedience to orders    The delay
was possibly inevitable.   The weather at the  end of
February was none too good, and this made the prepara-
tion of the dumps and all technical work which had to
precede the offensive, which at the outset at least went
through hilly country, difficult and slow.
Finally, when things were proceeding a little faster,
a certain amount of transport and some fresh units
had to be diverted north to Oviedo, where the Reds
were making a desperate onslaught, obviously with the
very object of creating a diversion. Belarmmo Tomas,
who commanded the offensive against Oviedo for the
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